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I am delighted to report another 

successful year for the Edinburgh 

International Science Festival 

Foundation – the educational charity 

that produces our Festival, Education 

and International programme strands.

Across each of these areas we have 

worked with a huge range of partners, 

funders and supporters, in Edinburgh, 

across the UK and overseas, and I 

extend my thanks to them all for their 

contribution to an inspiring year’s 

work of which we are all extremely 

proud.

The Edinburgh International Science 

Festival, which ran from 26 March–10 

April 2016, explored the concept of 

Building Better Worlds, focusing on 

science, technology, engineering and 

design’s ability to help improve our 

world and our lives.

This idea is at the core of our work 

year round – in Edinburgh, around 

Scotland and the UK and overseas. 

With more than 7 billion people now 

living on our planet, mankind must 

devise solutions to a huge array of 

challenges – from climate change, 

to food security, to the fast-paced 

developments of the Digital Age. 

Edinburgh International Science 

Festival exists to inspire, educate and 

engage with audiences of all ages 

and backgrounds, encouraging us all 

to meet these challenges head on.

My Science Festival highlights this 

year included our striking and popular 

Tiny Homes Village installation at 

the Mound Precinct and the inspiring 

Edinburgh Medal Address from 

Kevin Govender, joint recipient of 

the 2016 Edinburgh Medal with the 

International Astronomical Union. 

We also premiered two new science 

theatre commissions for young people 

as part of our Science in the Spotlight 

project, which were developed 

with support from the Scottish 

Government’s Edinburgh Festivals 

Expo fund and produced in partnership 

with Imaginate. Both received great 

audience reviews and critical acclaim, 

with Borderline Theatre Company’s 

Uncanny Valley going on to win a 

Critics Award for Theatre in Scotland 

for Best Production for Children and 

Young People.

Our wonderful primary schools 

touring programme Generation 

Science celebrated its 25th year of 

inspiring pupils all over Scotland 

in 2016. And we launched a brand 

Arguably the best festival of its type in Europe.
The Scotsman 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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A big personal highlight this year was 

European Space Agency astronaut 

Tim Peake’s Principia mission launch 

in December 2015. We collaborated 

with the National Museum of 

Scotland, supported by the UK Space 

Agency and European Space Agency, 

in programming local activities for 

young people, as well as an evening 

event for adults. Watching a room full 

of primary school children completely 

awestruck by the wonders of space 

science was truly memorable.

As an organisation, we are proud 

to invest in the people that help us 

deliver our work, and I am delighted 

that Edinburgh International Science 

Festival was accredited as Scotland’s 

400th Living Wage employer in 

November 2015. Thanks must go to 

our dedicated team of staff, as well 

as our Board of Directors, without 

whose support we could not deliver 

our rich and inspiring programme of 

events. Thanks also to our audiences, 

of all ages, all over the world, for their 

support, enthusiasm and involvement.

Dr Simon Gage OBE
Director

new innovative STEM careers event, 

Careers Hive, with support from the 

Scottish Government’s Edinburgh 

Festivals Expo Fund. This re-imagined 

careers event incorporated hands-on 

experiences to inspire young people 

aged 12 and upwards to explore 

the diverse range of opportunities 

available to those who study STEM 

subjects.

We are extremely proud of our 

position as the pioneer of the 

modern science festival and, with 

more than 25 years’ experience 

in programming entertaining and 

informative educational experiences, 

we are delighted to have had 

opportunities to share this expertise 

with a range of partners in 2015-16. 

We marked our fifth year as Major 

Programming Partner for the Abu 

Dhabi Science Festival and explored 

new partnerships with organisations 

in the Middle East, Far East and 

Asia. We also delivered a successful 

programme of activities at Abu 

Dhabi’s Cyber Quest event, and 

our Code Crackers workshop at the 

Qatar World Innovation Summit for 

Education, where our team were lucky 

enough to meet the First Lady of the 

United States, Michelle Obama.
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The Edinburgh International Science Festival 

Foundation is an educational charity that operates 

Edinburgh International Science Festival Ltd, which 

delivers all our UK activities including our annual 

Festival and Generation Science, and Edinburgh 

Science Festival Ventures Ltd that delivers all our 

overseas work.

Established in 1989, Edinburgh International 

Science Festival pioneered the modern science 

festival with educational programmes that 

challenge and inspire people of all ages and 

backgrounds. From inspiring talks to hands-on 

education workshops – our work is a celebration, 

an inspiration, and a playground for young and old 

to discover more about the world around them. 

Each year we produce one of the world’s major 

science festivals, an education programme with 

a national reach, and a variety of international 

projects including our role as Major Programme 

Partner for the Abu Dhabi Science Festival. We 

strive to create live experiences that amaze, inform 

and entertain in equal measure. We’re proud to 

develop these world-class events ourselves and 

through partnerships with pioneering thinkers, 

scientists and artists from around the world.

We do these things to help create a world in 

which science and engineering sit at the heart 

of popular culture for all to enjoy, question, use 

and appreciate, and where science teaching is 

interactive, inspirational and relevant for everyone 

at school. We believe in the value of both formal 

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
FOUNDATION 

4



and informal education and we use a variety of 

event formats to reach audiences of all ages and 

backgrounds. Science, technology, engineering 

and maths can make the world a more equitable 

and sustainable place and we want to encourage 

people to grasp this chance to make a difference.

In 2015-16 we reached:

• An audience of over 130,000 at our annual 

two-week Science Festival in Edinburgh

• 60,000 primary school pupils across Scotland 

through our Generation Science programme

• More than 1,700 secondary school pupils at 

our innovative STEM careers event, Careers 

Hive

• A total audience of 150,000 people of all 

ages through our international programming, 

including the Abu Dhabi Science Festival

The Edinburgh International Science 
Festival is a champion for our city’s 
fascination with what humans have 

managed to discover and what is yet 
to be uncovered. It stands as an annual 
reminder of how our ancestors blazed a 

trail for the Enlightenment and philosophy, 
and of the relationship science has with 

culture. 
Donald Wilson, Lord Provost of Edinburgh 

Edinburgh Evening News

The Science Festival is in a league of its 
own. The way in which it brings to life the 

science that underpins our everyday life is 
world class. It makes Edinburgh a brighter 

place for the brief time it is on. 
Customer survey comment
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Particular thanks should go to our Principal 
Funding Partners, whose support for our Festival 
and Education programmes is invaluable: We are extremely grateful to our Major Funding Partners for their support:

Thanks to our Funding Partners who support our work across both 
our Education and Festival programmes:

We are beholden to our Programming 
Partners for their support:

Baillie Gifford, supporters of Generation Science 

and also headline sponsors of Summerhall, whose 

support continues to help us develop this venue 

as a Festival hub

We draw so much inspiration from the 

city of Edinburgh, our home, the city 

of enlightenment, a place of powerful 

contemporary scientific and cultural 

endeavour and the greatest festival 

city in the world. The opportunity and 

inspiration it offers us are impossible 

to ignore as a place to experiment, 

collaborate and aspire to world-class 

work. Our programmes are hugely 

enriched by our relationships with our 

programming partners

The British Psychological Society, which supports 

our Carnival of the Mind event for families at City 

Art Centre, as well as our Events programme for 

adults

Cirrus Logic, headline sponsors of our Festival 

family programme at City Art Centre and 

supporters of Generation Science

EDF Energy, who supported Generation Science 

and the first edition of our new careers event, 

Careers Hive

We are also delighted to have worked 

closely with both Dynamic Earth 

and The Royal Zoological Society for 

Scotland this year and hope these 

partnerships will continue to grow in 

years to come

Thanks to the Trusts and Foundations across 
the UK who see the social and educational 
value in supporting our work:

Greener Scotland, strand sponsor for the Festival’s 

A Planetary Perspective events

Clara E Burgess CT, Cruden Foundation, Dr 

Guthrie’s Association, Equitable Trust, Forteviot 

CT, Institute of Physics in Scotland, IET (The 

Institution of Engineering and Technology), 

James Clerk Maxwell Foundation, John Mather 

Charitable Trust, Len Thompson Charitable Trust, 

Morton Fraser Charitable Trust, The Nancie 

Massey Charitable Trust, Royal Society of 

Chemistry and British Science Association, The 

Binks Trust, The Russell Trust, The Gannochy 

Trust, WHSmith Community Grants, Viridor

Siemens, who as part of their Curiosity Project 

supported Gadget Factory and International 

Images for Science Trail at City Art Centre, as well 

as the hugely popular Edinburgh Mini Maker Faire

TOTAL E&P UK, supporters of Generation Science 

focusing on Aberdeen City, Shire and Shetland

24, rue Salomon de Rothschild - 92288 Suresnes - FRANCE
Tél. : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 00 / Fax : +33 (0)1 57 32 87 87
Web : www.carrenoir.com

TOTAL
TOTAL_brand_block_CMYK
30/01/2014

RÉFÉRENCES COULEUR

M100%  Y80%

M48% Y100%

C100% M80%

C70% M30%

M100%  Y80%

K70%

Investment managers

WITH THANKS
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Big ideas
Taking the overall theme of Building 

Better Worlds, our programme of 

debates and discussions encouraged 

audiences to discover new ideas in 

architecture and urban planning, get 

to grips with global statistics and 

face the challenges of a burgeoning 

worldwide population. Our lunchtime 

events, A Very Short Introduction 

to…, were once again popular, 

selling out almost every day. 

Women in science
We are proud to champion the 

achievements of women in science 

and science communication, and 

strive for a balanced representation 

of gender in our programming. To 

that end we are pleased to report 

a ratio of 42:58 female to male 

speakers at Science Festival 2016 

with targets to reach full equality 

by 2018.

Engaging and exciting. 
I’ve been discussing the events with friends all week.

 Customer survey comment

We had a great time at Big Bang Bash – great dancing guys!!
Science Ceilidh Band on Facebook

Really enjoyed Bill, Miranda, Duck Boy & all the other ducks in 
Lost at Sea by @CWheelsTheatre at the Edinburgh Science Festival

@pamawalker on Twitter

Absolutely BRILLIANT.
 I hated science at school now wish I could go back. 

Customer comment card

Tiny Homes Village
As part of Scotland’s Year of 

Innovation, Architecture and Design, 

the Tiny Homes Village offered 

audiences an alternative insight into 

innovative design and architectural 

solutions. The village featured 

everything from emergency housing 

solutions to self-sustaining eco 

pods. A number of the designers 

and builders were on site for the 

duration of the 16-day exhibition, 

offering visitors a tour around the 

spaces and the opportunity to ask 

questions. Overall, around 100,000 

people visited the village during its 

installation. 

Science in the Spotlight
Our new theatre commissions, 

Uncanny Valley by Borderline 

Theatre Company and Lost at Sea by 

Catherine Wheels, were developed 

through the Scottish Government’s 

Edinburgh Festivals Expo Fund, in 

partnership with Imaginate. They 

premiered to critical acclaim and 

positive audience reviews at the 

2016 Festival, with both pieces 

nominated for the 2016 Critics 

Awards for Theatre in Scotland 

(CATS). We are delighted to report 

that Uncanny Valley was named Best 

Production for Children and Young 

People at the CATS ceremony on 12 

June. 

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS 2016



Big nights out
Our late night event at the National 

Museum of Scotland, Big Bang Bash, 

was a highlight of the 2016 Festival, 

attracting an audience of around 

1,000 people. Full Spectrum, our 

club night at Summerhall included 

an interactive light projection, while 

Science Festival Lates allowed adults 

to try out our most popular City Art 

Centre events.

Mars Master Constructors
We invited visitors to the National 

Museum of Scotland to help us to 

create humanity’s first (fictional!) 

Mars Colony. People responded 

in their thousands, helping to 

build hibernation pods, labs, 

habitats, along with some creative 

suggestions as to how humans might 

enjoy life on another planet. 

Looking forward to turning the heat up on Friday! 
Thermal acceleration ON! #FULLSPECTRUM #thermalvisuals

Bright Side Studios on Facebook

As an arts venue, and personally as a curator, participating 
in the Science Festival encourages us to challenge our own 

preconceptions of the boundaries of art and science. 
Judith Liddle, Edinburgh Printmakers



In 2016, Edinburgh International 

Science Festival embarked on a 

voyage of discovery around the 

theme of Building Better Worlds. 

Our vibrant and varied programme 

explored how science, technology, 

engineering and design have the 

potential to improve the world we 

live in and the way we live within it. 

SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2016

300
In all, we programmed almost 

300 discussions, workshops, 

performances, screenings, special 

events and exhibitions... 

...attracting an overall audience of 

130,000

28
...in 28 venues...



Print and broadcast media coverage 

reached over 37 million people...

...with an AVE (advertising value 

equivalent) of over £6 million

AVE37,000,000 1,000,000
350£6,000,000 28,000,000AVE37,000,000 1,000,000

350£6,000,000 28,000,000

Our social media campaign reached 

over 1 million users
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Our Education programme is at the core of our year-round 

mission to inspire and engage people with science, technology, 

engineering and maths. Through our touring primary school 

science programme Generation Science – the UK’s largest of its 

kind – and our activities for older pupils, we aim to improve the 

provision of science education at Scottish schools and support 

teachers to deliver the Curriculum for Excellence.

With thanks
In 2016, our Generation Science tour visited a third of Scotland’s 

primary schools, we launched a brand new careers event for 

S1-S3 pupils, Careers Hive, and took our successful innovation 

bootcamp format, Fuselab, out on tour as Fuselab Go. These 

achievements would not have been possible without the 

support of our principal funders, Edina Trust and The Scottish 

Government, and all our valued supporters across the country.

Access for everyone
We are committed to ensuring access and equality across all 

our activities. Our heartfelt thanks are extended to our many 

supporters for their significant investment in enabling us to 

deliver our programmes in schools in particularly isolated and 

rural areas, and to those that operate on limited budgets. Thanks 

to continuing support from our generous sponsors and funders, 

Careers Hive, Fuselab Go and a third of Generation Science 

shows and workshops were delivered free of charge.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

 

I have a science background and have been teaching 
science for 25 years in primaries. I think the events 
organised by Generation Science are fantastic. They 

always entertain and motivate the children (and 
adults) present. I particularly liked this workshop 

because all the children are hands on, which is 
important. Staff were extremely helpful and I have 
now sourced the materials and equipment used so 
that my class can teach the other pupils what they 

have learned - thank you!
Teacher - St Ninian’s PS, Inverclyde

62,000 100% 29% 772 71%

We engaged 62,000 pupils 

across Scotland 

We provided shows in every 

Local Authority

We visited 29% of all 

Scottish primary schools

We provided 772 activities 

free or heavily subsidised

We visited 71% of Schools 

in Scotland with an FME 

over 50%

Very impressed with the energy and enthusiasm of the communicators. Content was very relevant, up to date and an excellent example 
of how education should be in the 21st century. 

Teacher - Parkview PS, Glasgow
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Our Education programme 

generated 39 articles and 

interviews across print and 

broadcast media

The print and broadcast 

media coverage reached 

over 475,000 people  

AVE39 475,000 £23,970

Generation Science
This year, we celebrated an incredible 25 years of delivering 

Generation Science shows and workshops to pupils all over 

Scotland. Over the years, our flagship education programme has 

reached over one million young people. 

The 2016 Generation Science tour ran from 1 February–27 May 

and visited 60,000 pupils during its run. Our team of science 

communicators travelled the length and breadth of the country 

to deliver a programme of 17 interactive shows and hands-on 

workshops, including brand new activities Smart Grid and Bricks 

and Blocks. They visited over 600 schools across all 32 Scottish 

local authority areas, delivering a total of 1,600 shows.  
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Careers Hive 
Launched in February 2016, Careers 

Hive is a project that gives students 

in S1-S3 a new way to think about 

their futures. It highlights the 

opportunities available to those 

who study STEM subjects (science, 

technology, engineering and maths), 

as well as the cross-disciplinary 

skills and subjects that can support 

and enhance STEM careers. Our aim 

is to encourage pupils to continue 

with and increase the number of 

STEM subjects they study, keeping 

the door open for them to pursue 

as wide a spectrum of careers as 

possible.

In this re-imagined careers event, 

specially trained guides lead 

pupils through a three-hour visit, 

which includes a highly interactive 

exhibition, hands-on workshops and 

a series of short inspirational talks. 

They also get the chance to meet 

early and mid-career professionals to 

find out more about what it is like to 

work in these fields.

Careers Hive activities ran 

throughout the National Museum of 

Scotland from 29 February–4 March 

2016. The five-day event attracted 

over 1,700 students from 28 schools 

in 9 different local authorities and 

over 130 volunteers from STEM 

industries. 

A few didn’t realise how many careers were available. They just assume science is a lab worker 
or doctor or that an engineer is for cars only. Now they seem a lot more enthusiastic about a STEM 

related career. They all said they want to go back to the event. 
 Teacher

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
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Fuselab Go
Our innovation bootcamp Fuselab 

Go ran from June–October 2015 in 

six locations around the country. 

Each session invited participants 

out of their usual classrooms to 

exciting workplaces across Scotland 

and challenged them to come up 

with innovations to help secure the 

future of humanity on a brand new 

planet, free from the constraints and 

structures of life here on Earth. 

245 young people aged 15-18 

took part in the programme, 

receiving advice and guidance from 

inspirational mentors and supported 

by a team of project facilitators. 

Working together, they came up 

with, developed and pitched over 

30 ideas for innovations to aid the 

development of a sustainable way 

of life; from transport to thermo 

fashion, an amphibious research 

centre, adaptable crops, innovative 

housing solutions and weather-

altering drones.
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Principia Launch 
In December 2015, we worked with 

the UK Space Agency on the launch 

of European Space Agency astronaut 

Tim Peake and the Principia 

mission. We organised a day-long 

programme of interactive events at 

the National Museum of Scotland on 

15 December, including a range of 

activities for primary school pupils. 

The pupils watched the live mission 

launch in the company of a surprise 

guest – Italian ESA Astronaut 

Samantha Cristoforetti – who had 

recently returned from her own 

mission to the International Space 

Station. 

Our evening event, Big Screen 

Space Night, included a Q&A 

with Samantha Cristoforetti and 

watching Tim’s arrival at the 

International Space Station, followed 

by a screening of The Martian, 

in partnership with Edinburgh 

International Film Festival.

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

The quality of our content is at the heart of everything we do and our 

approach to creating events has earned us a reputation for excellence in 

science engagement. We’re delighted to work with organisations around the 

world to help realise their ambitions and over the past year our teams have 

visited Ireland, Germany, the UAE, Qatar and the Far East to deliver events and 

training and develop new partnerships. 

Cyber Quest 
In May 2016, Edinburgh International 

Science Festival delivered a 

programme of activities at the 

annual Cyber Quest event in Abu 

Dhabi, organised by a federal entity. 

The festival is the culmination of a 

competition that sets the brightest 

young tech minds from across the 

country against one another to 

complete a series of challenges. 

For our partner, we coordinated the 

programme of interactive activities, 

designing and delivering two brand 

new workshops for the event, which 

reached an audience of 1,500 people 

over three days.
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Abu Dhabi Science Festival 
The fifth Abu Dhabi Science Festival 

took place in November 2015, 

attracting over 100,000 visitors. It is 

the region’s largest science festival 

and has now been attended by over 

600,000 visitors since its foundation 

in 2011. We are immensely proud 

to have been the festival’s Major 

Programme Partner working with the 

Abu Dhabi Technology Development 

Committee (TDC) and Abu Dhabi 

Education Council (ADEC) over the 

past five years, providing content, 

staff and consultation to the 

organising committee. 

Continuing the success of previous 

editions, ADSF 2015 proved popular 

with visitors of all ages as they 

learned about the exciting world 

of science through a dynamic 

programme of shows, workshops 

and interactive activities that 

comprised content from both local 

and international providers.  

Edinburgh International Science 

Festival curated and delivered 

a varied programme, including 

two brand new specially created 

interactive workshops – Space 

Station and Lego Sport Stars.

To deliver the festival, over 700 

science communicators were 

selected from higher education 

institutions around the UAE. 

Edinburgh International Science 

Festival provided a world-class 

training programme for the talented 

team, enabling them to a provide a 

range of exceptional informal science 

experiences to visitors throughout 

the festival.

Code Crackers in Qatar 
In November 2015, a team from 

Edinburgh International Science 

Festival delivered our Code Crackers 

workshop at the Qatar World 

Innovation Summit for Education 

(WISE). As well as engaging with 

local children, the summit provided 

the opportunity to showcase our 

pioneering approach to science 

engagement to the 1,500 delegates 

who attended over the three days. 

We even received a visit from 

America’s First Lady, Michelle 

Obama, who worked with the 

children during the workshop and 

spent time with the team and 

participants as part of a visit to the 

region. 
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FINANCE

The above figures are draft and unaudited, based on the finance 

records for year to 31 July 2016. Audited accounts to year end 

July 2016 will be available from December 2016.

Overheads and administration costs include one-off office and 

warehouse costs. 

The 15/16 deficit position is a result of planned investment 

combined with a reduction in funding from some sectors and 

continued pressures on discretionary public budgets. Despite 

the loss, the charity’s reserves remain above the minimum level 

required by the Board.   
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A greener festival 
We are committed to excelling in environmental 

sustainability and delivering our activities in 

a way that minimises any adverse impact on 

the environment. As a member of the Festivals 

Edinburgh Sustainability Working Group we work 

jointly with Edinburgh’s other 12 major festivals to 

create a joint environmental policy alongside our 

own company practices. 

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Key initiatives
• We programme events and activities that 

highlight environmental issues and encourage 

debate and discussion

• We use e-tickets across all of our activities 

and events, dramatically reducing our paper 

waste

• We use energy efficient LED light fittings 

throughout the delivery of our events

• We are Zero Waste Scotland compliant, 

separating 100% of recyclable waste in our 

office space

• Environmental sustainability is embedded in 

all staff training and features in our employee 

handbook

• We request that all Festival guests prioritise 

trains over planes for UK travel

• We have digital copies of all our programmes 

on our website and we encourage customers 

to return paper brochures for use by others

• Our online recruitment process saves 

paper and postage by enabling electronic 

applications and communications

Programming for the planet 
We have a philosophical mission to help foster a 

scientifically literate society that understands the 

relevance of science to their everyday life and is 

able to make informed and rational decisions about 

the things that affect them. Many – some would 

say all – of the biggest challenges facing humanity 

have science at their heart and we see ourselves 

as a platform for debate and discussion of the 

science that impacts us most. 

We create work with this in mind, from education 

programmes that invest in developing young 

people, to events that ask audiences how we 

might work together – across boundaries, borders, 

disciplines and cultures – to help build a better 

world. 

Transport Partner:
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Every year we provide inspirational experiences 

to over 400,000 children and adults. We simply 

couldn’t achieve this without the support of our 

partners, funders, sponsors, individuals, trusts and 

foundations.

We understand each partner is unique and we 

work with all our partners to create tailor-made 

packages to best suit the needs of their company, 

stakeholders, employees and customers. 

Partnering with Edinburgh International Science 

Festival enables you to support a world leader in 

science engagement, while realising key business 

objectives, such as:

• Increasing brand awareness and media 

opportunities

• Generating new opportunities for business 

networking

• Engaging your staff through a range of specific 

employee benefits

• Aligning your business with an internationally 

respected festival brand

• Creating new client relationships and 

cultivating established connections

• Supporting children and young people across 

Scotland 

• Delivering your company’s Corporate Social 

Responsibility commitments

If you would like to find out more about how a 

partnership with Edinburgh International Science 

Festival could benefit your organisation, please 

contact our development team on 0131 553 0324  

development@scifest.co.uk 

The Curiosity Project by Siemens is a 
three-year engagement programme, 

supporting organisations throughout 
the UK to bring science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM) to 
life and help inspire the next generation of 
engineers. Our partnership with Edinburgh 

International Science Festival has provided 
the opportunity to promote and deliver 

this project in Scotland, reaching a wide 
audience of young people and their parents. 

Lee Dryden 
Siemens 

SUPPORT US

TOTAL E&P UK has supported Generation Science for a number of years focusing on 
school visits within Aberdeen City and Shire. Raising awareness and encouraging 

children to participate and learn about STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
maths) activities is high on our agenda and what better way to do this than by working 

with the professionals at Edinburgh International Science Festival.
Sandra L McIntosh

TOTAL E&P UK Limited 

The Science Festival is one of Edinburgh’s most diverse and accessible festivals, offering a 
rich programme of events that appeal to people of all ages and backgrounds. Baillie Gifford’s 
sponsorship of the festival hub at Summerhall has allowed an expansion of the programme, 
offering audiences even more opportunities for education, engagement and entertainment. 

Sam Pattman
Baillie Gifford Investment Managers
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Generation Science Club
Generation Science Club is a network of individuals 

and companies who actively encourage the next 

generation to engage with science and technology. 

For the past 25 years, Generation Science has 

travelled to primary schools across Scotland, 

delivering world-class shows and workshops that 

positively change attitudes to science and inspire 

pupils to consider a career in science, technology, 

engineering or mathematics. By donating funds 

to support our work, Generation Science Club 

members ensure that our activities can be enjoyed 

by all pupils – wherever they are and whatever 

their economic background.

Alex and Rhona Callander

Andrew Aldridge

Barry and Helen Sealey – The BEST Trust

Dr Chris Masters

Dr George Ronald Inglis

Ian Ritchie

Ian Wall

Joe Faraday

John Hylands

Katie Phair

Mairi Mickel

Dr Richard Kimberlin

Edina Trust

Scottish Qualifications Authority

Toshiba Medical Visualisation Systems Europe

University of Edinburgh

Nimar Charitable Trust

And to all those who prefer to remain anonymous 
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DIRECTORS 
Simon Gage Director 

Amanda Tyndall Creative Director 

Darrell Williams Chief Operating 

Officer 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Emma Pirie Marketing and 

Communications Manager  

Joshua Smythe Graphic Design 

Vikki Jones Senior Communications 

Officer 

Laura Bain Communications Officer 

CREATIVE 
Eilidh Dunnet Senior Events 

Developer 

Augusta Macdonald Senior Events 

Developer 

Laura McLister Senior Events 

Developer 

Terence Finnegan Events 

Developer 

Andrew Jeffrey Events Developer 

Sarah Thomas Events Developer 

DEVELOPMENT 
Danielle Lynch Senior Development 

Officer

Kraig Brown Development Officer 

Kathleen Glancy Development 

Officer 

James Strong Development Officer

EDUCATION 
Joan Davidson Education Manager 

Patrick Campbell Education 

Coordinator 

FINANCE AND HR 
Carolyn Wilson Finance Manager 

Cindy Cunningham HR Manager 

Tasmin Campbell Finance Assistant 

OPERATIONS 
Oli Melia Head of Operations 

Amy Elder Production Manager 

Sarah O’Connor Production Officer

PROJECTS AND PLANNING 
Gill Duncan Senior Projects 

Manager 

Bill Addison Projects Officer 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dr David Milne (Chair)

Rev Ewan Aitken

Prof Polly Arnold 

Cllr Angela Blacklock

Cllr Karen Doran

Prof Michael Fourman

Cllr Alex Lunn

Prof Stuart Monro

Prof Ian Ritchie

Dawn Robertson

Cllr Cameron Rose

Prof Ian Wall

Philip Young

Sandra Elgin (Observer)

SCIENCE FESTIVAL ADVISORY 
GROUP 
Hermione Cockburn Broadcaster 

Brian Cox University of Manchester 

Quentin Cooper Broadcaster 

Ken MacLeod Sci-fi writer 

Ian Sample The Guardian 

Nigel Townsend Theatre Director 

Richard Wiseman The University of 

Hertfordshire

I had such an amazing time at the Festival - it was also 
immensely rewarding to see the kids learn so much and to see so 

many small people excited about science.
Science Communicator, 2016 

STAFF 

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENCE FESTIVAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Allan MacDonald

Lesley Martin

Chris Scott

Joshua Smythe

EDUCATION PHOTOGRAPHY
Jane Barlow

Allan MacDonald

Ben Mullay

ABU DHABI SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Stuart Armitt

Edinburgh International Science 

Festival also employs around 150 

additional staff to deliver its projects 

throughout the year 
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KEEP IN TOUCH, YEAR ROUND
sciencefestival.co.uk

@EdSciFest 

If you would like to find out more about how a partnership with Edinburgh International Science Festival  

could benefit your organisation, please contact our development team on 

0131 553 0324 / development@scifest.co.uk 

Charity Number: SC003790


