
SPONSORSHIP AND  
PARTNERSHIP  

OPPORTUNITIES

Our vision is of a world where  
the wonder and value of science  

and technology is recognised  
and celebrated by all.



SUPPORTING EDINBURGH 
INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL

A registered charity, Edinburgh International Science Festival is one of the 
world’s greatest public celebrations of science, technology and innovation. 
Launched in 1989, it was the world’s first science festival, pioneering a new 
way of engaging the public with science, technology, engineering and maths 
which has been replicated across the globe. 

Amongst the largest in the world, the Festival reaches over 300,000 people every year. Delivering 
more than 250 events across 30 venues in and around Scotland’s capital city, it commands 
international media coverage and is widely regarded as a world bench-mark for quality in the 
area of large-scale cultural events.

Driven by a mission to inspire, inform and entertain people of all ages and backgrounds, the 
Festival gives everyone the chance to experience the wonders of the dynamic worlds of science 
and technology. We do this by staging talks, shows, workshops and exhibitions that our visitors 
find accessible, surprising, rewarding and entertaining.

Hand-in-hand with our educational programmes, including Generation Science which tours 
Scotland’s schools and Careers Hive our careers education event with a difference, the Festival 
also encourages and inspires the next generation of problem solvers.

OUR VALUES

“A brilliant Festival, 
and it gets better year 
by year. Truly one of 
Edinburgh’s festival 
gems. It broadens the 
mind so much [and] 
informs you of things 
you didn’t realise you 
cared about…”

TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION
With a shortage of people wanting to work in science, technology and engineering, the Festival 
is a place where we can cultivate the next generation of eager young minds, providing them with 
the tools and information to discover their love and talent for science and technology. It is also a 
space for parents to talk about the opportunities open to both them and their children.

TO CELEBRATE AND SHOWCASE DISCOVERY AND INNOVATION
The achievements of researchers and innovators in the areas of science, technology, engineering, 
design and maths are celebrated proudly at the Festival. Every year, we reveal the progress made by 
UK and international teams, whether that’s the fermentation of new beers, the design of faster space 
planes, discovery of new dinosaur fossils or revealing new insights into how the brain deals with love. 

TO MAKE OUR EVENTS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 
As an educational charity aiming to put science and technology at the heart of popular culture, we 
deliberately take events to communities that do not normally engage with festivals. We fundraise 
year-round to ensure that much of what we stage is free to access, creating content which is fun, 
relevant and interesting for people of any age and background. We value the experiences, interests 
and talents of our attendees and are working hard to extend our reach to all corners of the city.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

MEDIA & PRESS

TICKETED EVENTS ONLINE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
CAN INCLUDE

ABC1 25%

58,000,000

120FREE EVENTS

ONLINE

££

with a high level of disposable 
income and who are typically:

of Festival events and activities are 
free of charge, helping us reach:

Media coverage of the Festival 
reached over 58 million readers and 

listeners worldwide in 2016

10,000+
Email newsletters sent regularly 

to 10,000 subscribers 

75,000 
Festival brochures circulated 

Scotland-wide

Twitter followers

Facebook fans

1.9 million impressions across our 
main social channels, Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram

Database that can be targeted 
through specific mailings

Over 120 different online outlets 
covered the Science Festival in 280 

pieces with monthly web traffic 
figures of over 2 billion

• Socially active and culturally 
 aware adults
• Parents looking for ways to engage  
 their children/young teens
• New to science events
• Students, graduates and other  
 adults with science backgrounds

• Logo accreditation as a Funding Partner on the  
 Science Festival website – 124,145 sessions  
 over 2017 Festival campaign (16 Feb-16 Apr)
• Logo accreditation on sponsored event listing
• Promotion of support in Festival blogs
• Promotion in Festival newsletters – sent to  
 mailing list of 10,000+ during the Festival
• Social media mentions and links

PRINT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
CAN INCLUDE

• Logo accreditation as a Funding Partner within  
 the Science Festival programme on the   
 supporters page (inside cover)
• Logo accreditation alongside sponsored events 
 in programme
• Logo accreditation on other distributed materials

• Disadvantaged communities
• Communities outside central  
 Edinburgh
• Those who wouldn't normally attend  
 a science event or festival

PRINT

17,000+

13,000+
BRANDING

• Logo accreditation on Funding  
 Partner signage displayed in   
 high-profile and high-traffic venues  
 for the duration of the Science Festival
• Onsite branding at sponsored event(s)
• Additional branding opportunities at  
 selected venues. Can include  
 television screens and holding slides

1,900,000+

THE FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE
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WHY SUPPORT US? 

TO DELIVER YOUR CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY GOALS
Supporting the promotion of STEM: This is your chance to align with a dynamic educational 
charity at the forefront of public engagement in Scotland. We champion events and activities 
which reveal the wonders of science and technology and encourage people of all ages and 
backgrounds to feel informed, inspired and included. By helping fund our work, you can become 
part of this legacy.

Supporting industry and government agendas: We can provide a platform for supporting 
nationwide campaigns and initiatives, such as those aimed at equipping young people with the 
correct employability skills when leaving secondary education, and increasing awareness of the 
academic and career options in STEM related fields.

Commitment to employees: We can provide personal development opportunities for your staff 
by offering them the opportunity to volunteer as STEM ambassadors, enrol in our Communicating 
with Confidence training course or play an active role in our Festival and Education programmes.

Supporting local communities: You can make a meaningful difference to disadvantaged 
areas across Scotland or communities close to your company offices by funding free activities 
for people who find it difficult to attend the Festival. We deliver exhibitions and pop-up science 
demonstrations across the city, visiting shopping centres, community centres and libraries.

TO GAIN ACCESS TO A VARIETY OF UNIQUE AND 
EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Bringing science to you: We offer unique staff engagement 
opportunities, for example we can take our busking bikes to company 
offices, delivering shows and demonstrations which are pieces of 
Street Science theatre.

Client entertainment: Engage clients and stakeholders with 
exclusive and unrivalled live experiences with a scientific twist.

VIP Festival tickets: Access tickets to a range of events including 
free passes to our Extravaganza Day at City Art Centre – a special 
opportunity for your employees and their families to enjoy the 
Festival.

Targeted B2B networking opportunities: Join our network of 
national and regional partners including Scottish Government, 
academia, research councils, learned societies and eminent leaders 
in various fields of science, technology, engineering and design.  

Product sampling: Align your brand with a Festival at the cutting 
edge of food and drink science and reach thousands of Festival 
attendees. 

65



SPONSORING OUR ADULT PROGRAMME  

MAJOR SPONSOR ACCREDITATION 
FROM £20,000 / HEADLINE OR TITLE 
SPONSORSHIP SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION
With major, headline or title sponsorship, companies 
have the opportunity to play a key role in the Festival. 
By working closely with the Festival’s team of event 
developers, we can create a bespoke package of events 
and activities which run across specific strands, venues 
or themes.  

We can also badge sponsorship against other projects 
occurring outside the Festival, including our Generation 
Science touring schools programme or other education 
projects. 

Our Development and Marketing teams will work closely 
to ensure that we give maximum exposure to your 
company prior to and during the sponsorship, as well as 
prominence across Festival branding. This can include 
high-impact branding in some of Scotland’s biggest and 
busiest cultural venues, such as;

• The National Museum of Scotland – a spectacular 
venue and one of the UK’s top visitor attractions

• Summerhall – Edinburgh’s newest and leading  
arts venue

• City Art Centre – over 6 floors of gallery space, with 
impressive views overlooking the city

• City-wide exhibition spaces – high traffic public areas 
including the Mound Precinct and St Andrew Square 

THEME OR STRAND SPONSORSHIP  
£8,000 – £20,000
Each year, the Festival is curated around a specific theme 
and a series of distinct programme strands. To create 
maximum impact, Festival sponsors can badge support to 
an overall theme or an individual strand. Theme or strand 
sponsorship is a special opportunity to align company 
objectives with issues relating to company markets and a 
client base.  

INDIVIDUAL EVENT SPONSORSHIP 
TYPICALLY £5,000
Our popular programme of adult events includes 
discussions, debates, workshops and screenings – all 
with a scientific twist. Bringing together the ground-
breakers and greatest thinkers of our time from around 
the world, the adult programme is a chance to mix with 
scientists, entrepreneurs, politicians, authors, comedians 
and leading lights of culture and the arts.

For all sponsored events, we will pair our expertise in 
public engagement and scientific communication to help 
build better connections with your audience by creating 
innovative, exciting and unforgettable experiences. 
Sponsors can be involved in their event(s) in multiple 
ways – through sampling, giveaways, presenting or 
introducing/hosting a Q&A. 

For individual or multi-event sponsorship, partners 
have the following additional opportunities:
• Bespoke events which promote partner objectives, 

messaging, technologies, innovations, products  
and brand

• The chance to align with Scotland-wide campaigns, 
for example in 2016 Our Built Environment, a strand 
in our adult programme, was supported by Scotland’s 
Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design

• The opportunity to feature in special media, blogger 
and press events

• Corporate hospitality packages are also available 
as part of sponsored event(s), with opportunities to 
meet eminent scientists, high profile speakers and 
performers

“I’ve never been in a room where 
every single adult is engaged in 
what is in front of them. It has just 
been amazing.”

ATTENDEE, SCIENCE FESTIVAL LATES
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SPONSORING OUR  
FAMILY PROGRAMME

CITY ART CENTRE 
During the Science Festival, our flagship family venue City Art Centre is transformed into a sell-
out science playground, with six floors packed full of workshops, shows and interactive events for 
children and families. 

Attracting over 9,000 visitors annually, sponsorship of our popular family programme is a special 
opportunity to target and support this key demographic. Workshops at City Art Centre challenge 
children to tackle the science behind photography, programming, mechanics and surgery, among 
others. 

Workshop sponsorship from £10,000 

SUMMERHALL 
Benefiting from Summerhall’s prime city-centre location and covering popular themes such as space 
and dinosaurs, family theme days take place over two weekends of the Festival, attracting over 
2,000 visitors. With activities for all ages, including drop-in events, bookable shows and workshops, 
families get the chance to spend the whole day exploring, learning and having fun together. 

Family theme day sponsorship from £7,000 

Across our family programme, partners have the following additional opportunities:
• The opportunity to be involved in the creative development of existing or new workshops 
• The opportunity to provide bespoke engagement activities for accompanying parents or badge 

support against one of our existing facilities. For example our Science Mini Cinema at City 
Art Centre provides a space where parents can sit back, relax and watch short films about the 
scientific inventions which are tackling global challenges and improving our daily lives. 

“Whether children are interested in 
becoming artists or scientists, this 

is an opportunity for them to become 
inspired and recognise the potential 

in themselves to go and do something 
amazing with their lives.”

ARTIST JASON HACKENWERTH
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HELP US INSPIRE THE  
NEXT GENERATION

Through our expanding programme of events and workshops for teens, 
Festival sponsors have the chance to support the space where creativity in 
science comes to life for young inventors and entrepreneurs.

STUDENT TICKETS 
Our ticketing scheme dedicated to engaging Scotland’s thriving student community and pool 
of future STEM graduates offers students and young people in full-time education access 
to discounted Festival tickets, special offers, news and job opportunities. With a dedicated 
webpage, newsletter, mailing list and national marketing campaign, it is a unique opportunity for 
sponsors to directly help benefit upwards of 3,500 young people during the Festival.  

Sponsorship from £10,000 – £15,000

SPONSORING SCIENCE FOR THE  
CULTURALLY CURIOUS

Every year the Science Festival reaches new audiences with a series of events for the 
inquisitive and adventurous. From interactive dining experiences to live science theatre, these 
events are perfect for brands or companies looking to engage people while they’re eating, 
drinking, laughing and having a good time.  

GASTROFEST
Showcasing science in the most delicious way possible, 
GastroFest is a food and drink festival with a difference.  
With events popping up all over the city exploring the science 
behind the flavours, textures, shapes and smells of what 
we eat and drink, it provides the perfect backdrop for brand 
activation with a highly engaged audience. Our multi-sensory 
events bring together culinary innovators, master mixologists 
and leading experts in the fields of food and drink.  

GastroFest is highlighted as one of the key Festival 
themes and benefits from a long-lead press campaign, 
distinct design identity and coverage across local, 
regional and national media. 

Individual event sponsorship from 
£5,000 – £15,000

SCI-ART
Opening up contemporary art to new audiences, the Festival 
curates a dedicated arts programme each year which 
showcases work inspired by science and invites collectives 
and individuals from around the world to exhibit. Sponsors 
can show their support of an exhibition which places 
Scotland at the forefront of this science and art movement, 
helping wider audiences to connect with science in new, 
creative ways. 

Our art exhibition is the longest-running element of the 
Festival, running until mid-May and reaching over 4,000 
people annually. 

It also includes a popular launch night at Summerhall and 
accompanying artist talks series.    

Sponsorship from £7,000 – £15,000

THE READING EXPERIMENT
The Festival dedicates a series of events to encouraging 
individuals of all ages to discover the power of literature as a 
gateway into understanding science. 

Inviting academic science writers, science fiction authors and 
science publications for a series of talks and discussions, this 

action-packed programme of interactive events includes our 
Scotland-wide, Sci-Ku competition for schools, as well as 
city-wide outreach activities, such as our mobile travelling 
bookshelves and light-up reading phone box.   

Sponsorship from £7,000 – £15,000

SPECIAL EVENTS AND PARTIES 
Every year, the Festival hosts a series of sell-out, late-night 
events which capture the imaginations of our attendees. 

Sponsorship of these events can be scaled depending on 
level of involvement but have the following key features;

• Science Festival Lates – we turn our flagship 
family venue over to adults for an Opening Party with 
a difference. 
Venue: City Art Centre 
Audience: 750 
Additional opportunities: branding across television 
screens, photo booths and 6 floors of gallery space.

• Museum Lates event – our legendary space party. 
Venue: the National Museum of Scotland 
Audience: up to 900 
Additional opportunities: a chance to create cocktails, 
content and a night to remember.

• Science Festival club night – a night of DJ’s, 
responsive rave aids and bespoke visuals.  
Venue: Summerhall 
Audience: 400 
Additional opportunities: extensive sampling across 5 
hours, delivered in Edinburgh’s coolest arts venue.

• The Edinburgh Medal – a prestigious awards 
ceremony celebrating those who have made a 
significant contribution to the well-being of humanity. 
Venue: Edinburgh City Chambers 
Audience: 120 
Additional opportunities: High level networking and 
hospitality, as well as photo opportunities with guests 
and speakers.

WORKSHOPS AT SUMMERHALL 
Sparking curiosity in older children and teens, our workshop 
programme offers young people the chance to get hands-on and 
creative with science. From making conductive paper circuits to 
creating laser cut jewellery from scrap, these events give participants 
the opportunity to use tools and equipment they wouldn’t normally 
have the access to.  

We can also work with sponsors with a particular STEM focus 
to develop new Festival content. Each year we work successfully 
with a variety of partners to create popular events that engage 
audiences and put partners in the Festival spotlight.

Workshop sponsorship from £5,000 / Strand sponsorship  
£15,000

EDINBURGH MINI MAKER FAIRE
Forging the next generation of innovators and engineers, Edinburgh 
Mini Maker Faire has pioneered the maker revolution in Scotland 
delivering an annual, day-long Faire which engages young audiences 
through a spectacular showcase of ingenuity and innovation.

Since its inauguration in 2012, Edinburgh Mini Maker Faire has 
supported a diversity of activities and learning styles through the act 
of making. A day of open access to knowledge and information, the 
message is that ‘anyone can.’

With a dedicated print and digital campaign across Scotland’s 
capital city, Edinburgh Mini Maker Faire is a high-profile platform 
for sponsors to demonstrate their support of young people’s 
engagement with STEM. Reaching 2,000 attendees annually, it is 
also part of the worldwide Maker Faire franchise. 

Sponsorship from £5,000 / Headline sponsorship from £10,000 
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SPONSORING 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH

STREET SCIENCE
Aimed at reaching new and under-served public audiences, 
including teenagers and young adults who do not 
normally attend science events, Street Science offers an 
opportunity for sponsors to support meaningful community 
engagement. Each year, we take science into the streets, 
parks, markets, festivals, museums and shopping centres 
of Scotland with our custom-made busking bikes, 
showcasing the very best of pop-up science.   

With the support of our funding partners, shows are 
always free, always family-friendly and always surprising. 
Each year, our Street Science programme reaches up to 
7,000 people and sponsors have the opportunity to identify 
and select communities they’d like to target specifically. 

Sponsorship from £3,000 – £10,000 

SHOPPING CENTRE ACTIVITY
Every year we run engaging, interactive exhibitions in 
shopping centres in Edinburgh and the Lothians, designed 
to inspire large audiences to engage with free and exciting 
science. Increasing the accessibility of the Festival, these 
projects can make a real difference to communities across 
the city and wider region. 

Providing free giveaways for participants, such as our 
unique smartphone microscopes, everyone has the 
chance to try their hand at science back home. With 
the power to create real legacy beyond the Festival, our 
Event Developers can work with sponsors to develop 
specific content for each exhibition. 

Previous exhibitions have covered topics such as; the 
environment, healthy living and do-it-yourself culture, 
reaching up to 500,000 people annually. 

Sponsorship from £10,000 – £50,000 

SPONSORING 
EDUCATION

GENERATION SCIENCE
Every year, Edinburgh International Science Festival runs 
Generation Science, the UK’s largest touring schools 
outreach science education programme. Travelling 
across Scotland with a team of dedicated Science 
Communicators, we deliver 15 different science shows 
and workshops to 60,000 children annually. Generation 
Science has been touring for over 25 years and our 
sponsors have helped us reach more than 900,000 
pupils in total since the programme started. With the 
support of new funders, we are dedicated to working 
with companies to identify and target those schools 
and children who would otherwise never have the 
opportunity to experience this type of inspirational 
education outreach. 

CAREERS HIVE
Careers Hive is an experiential careers event with a 
difference, pioneering how we can provide, promote and 
value a range of STEM learning experiences to pupils 
entering a pivotal phase of their education. This event 
delivers hands-on workshops, inspiring talks and a chance 
for young people to start thinking about how they’d like to 
build a better world. 

Held in the National Museum of Scotland in 2016 and 
2017, Careers Hive engaged over 4,000 young people 
aged 12-15 who visited in school groups from across 
South East Scotland and beyond. The exhibition space 
was also open to the public and in 2017 an additional 
open day attracted 2,000 unique visitors on top of the 
6,000 visitors that the museum welcomed that day. This 
is a high-profile opportunity to align with an initiative 
committed to supporting Scotland’s future young 
workforce.

“Generation Science shows and 
workshops encourage hands-on 

participation and bring science to 
life, helping to improve young people’s 

knowledge and linking it to the real 
world, outside school.”

PROFESSOR MUFFY CALDER,  
FORMER CHIEF SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR FOR SCOTLAND
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The Festival exists because science, technology and 
innovation touch us all. Science provides us with the lens 
through which we see the extraordinary workings of the 
natural world. The insights it offers feeds technologists, 
engineers and innovators who shape our planet, bringing 

us cures for disease, cleaner technologies, telescopes 
that peer to the farthest corners of the universe, faster 

computers, tastier foods, better games, more comfortable 
clothes – whatever our time demands. The Festival is a 

place to explore, enjoy and question these discoveries and 
innovations. We look forward to working with sponsors 

keen to join us on this voyage of discovery.

“A global success story”
THE TIMES

For any other information about supporting  
Edinburgh International Science Festival,  
please contact our Development team:  
0131 553 0324 / development@scifest.co.uk

Registered Charity Number: SC003790


