
 

 

 
  
 
To whom it may concern, 
  
Many thanks for your recent emails and for your interest in our organisation and its activities. 
  
Edinburgh Science Festival is a neutral platform for debate and discussion of multiple science-based 
topics, including climate change and related issues, and our programme each year reflects this 
commitment through a range of events, partners and supporters. These activities present the 
scientific evidence and provide an opportunity for our audiences to question and contribute to the 
conversation about the challenges and opportunities we face as individuals, society and as a global 
community.  
  
In line with the evidence outlined in the October 2018 IPPC Report, we understand and fully support 
the need to transition away from fossil fuels towards more renewable sources of energy, to ensure 
that the role that fossil fuels play in our energy mix continues to reduce and that this reducing role is 
supported by carbon capture and storage across the period of transition. Our approach is in line not 
only with the IPCC Blueprint but with the Scottish Government’s plans for this transition as part of 
their Climate Strategy and Energy Plan. The range of our current sponsors and supporters reflects 
this transitioning.  
 
As an organisation we believe combating climate change is arguably the most serious challenge 
facing humanity. We believe that all organisations, including our own, should plan to do their part to 
reduce their environmental impact and none should willingly obstruct these efforts.  As such, we are 
undertaking a transition of our own that will see us continually reviewing our own carbon 
management plans alongside reviewing who we choose to partner with and under what 
circumstances. 
  
Guided by the evidence and the strategies enshrined in the 2018 IPCC report, this includes: 
  

• Further accelerating the reduction of our own organisation’s carbon footprint and 
environmental impact. 

• Emphasising through our programming the need for urgent mitigation to combat climate 
change, including contesting the actions of oil and gas companies where relevant. 

• Reviewing our sponsor relationships annually and renewing or forming relationships with 
companies involved with fossil fuels across the period of transition ONLY if they 
demonstrate a corporate commitment to delivering on the IPCC goals; i.e.: 
- Credibly investing in carbon capture and storage; 
- No involvement with coal; and 
- Demonstrating evidence of materially changing their business practices to reduce the 
carbon footprint of their production activities. 
  

As an organisation committed to dialogue about science we would be more than happy to enter into 
a dialogue with your organisation as our own transition evolves, including meeting with you/your 
representatives face to face and will make public any revisions to our ethical or sponsorship policies. 
  
Kind regards, 
Dr Simon Gage 
  
 


