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WHAT IS CAREERS HIVE?
Careers Hive is an education event by
Edinburgh Science Learning to provide 11-14
year-olds an immersive introduction to work.
It highlights the breadth of opportunities
available if they continue with science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM)
subjects throughout their education.
Careers Hive 2019 will take place at the
National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh
from 25 February to 1 March. Throughout the
week 3,000 students will be guided through
three one hour sessions featuring hands-on
workshops in Skills Gateway, an interactive
exhibition Experience STEM and inspirational
discussions during Life After Leaving School.
During the experience they will also engage
with industry professionals.

SKILLS GATEWAY

EXPERIENCE STEM

The hands-on workshops will get
students thinking about individual
strengths and skills they are
developing during school and how
these relate to real life situations
in STEM industries. The informal
environment simulates a fun and
innovative workplace, where people
with different strengths and skills
work collaboratively and creatively to
share ideas and solve challenges. It is
perfect for students to visualise their
future selves and connect what they
learn at school to the wide range of
opportunities in STEM.

Careers Hive staff and volunteers
from STEM companies engage
students with science equipment and
hands-on activities. There are four
exhibition zones, each focusing on a
different set of challenges:

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:
Identify skills required for
different types of work
Recognise organisations are
made up of people with different
skills and qualifications
Express that jobs are for
everyone
Consider how choosing STEM
subjects at school will lead to a
wide range of jobs in the future,
the link between subjects they
choose and training when they
leave school
CfE links: Skills for learning, life and
work
Age suitability: S1–3
Duration: One hour
Format: Individual group workshops
in the Learning Centre (max group
size 25 pupils)

Build and Connect looks at
connecting everyone to the
internet, keeping transport
systems running smoothly,
designing homes for a growing
population and creating happy
communities
Design and Play illustrates
how good design can make a
complicated task simple, how to
turn an idea into reality, creating
and generating control on our
digital environments and ways
coding is changing the world
Power and Energy focuses
on finding the right mix of
energy sources, smarter ways
to distribute energy and
technologies that help create
clean and green energy
Heal and Feed examines
technology in health and
wellbeing and the challenges
around getting water to where
it is needed, feeding a growing
population and dealing with
disease and epidemics
At the centre of the exhibition the
Think Tank hosts a ‘speed meetup’
careers activity where students get
face-to-face with those in the early
stages of a STEM career. This gives
them the chance to hear about
experiences and ask questions.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:
Differentiate between different
types of work
Identify sources of information
and advice about careers at
home and at school
Develop a sense of the current
world of work
CfE links: Skills for learning, life and
work
Age suitability: S1–3
Duration: Drop-in during one hour
session
Format: Multiple groups engage
with exhibition in the Grand Gallery
(max audience size 200 pupils)

LIFE AFTER LEAVING
SCHOOL
Inspiring STEM professionals from
a range of industries will discuss
different pathways and difficult
decisions they have made to get
where they are now. Students will
participate in the panel discussion
using electronic voting pads to share
thoughts and raise issues that matter
most.

CAREERS HIVE 2019
The next Careers Hive sessions will
take place at the National Museum
of Scotland (Chambers Street,
Edinburgh) from 25 February – 1
March 2019.
Booking is open for school groups.
Careers Hive is free to attend, but
schools are responsible for making
their own transport arrangements to
get pupils to and from the event.

An individual group workshop in
the Learning Centre
A series of short talks in the
Auditorium along with other
groups
A visit to the exhibition in the
Grand Gallery along with other
groups
Activities are delivered in a rotating
format and the order of activities on
the day will depend on the timeslot
booked.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:
Examine different pathways
to the world of work including
on the job training, modern
apprenticeships and further
education
Recall that jobs keep changing
and training is on-going
throughout careers
Express that STEM industries
welcome girls and boys equally
CfE links: Skills for learning, life and
work
Age suitability: S1–3
Duration: One hour
Format: Multiple groups attend talks
in the Auditorium (max audience size
200 pupils)

The maximum size for groups size is
25 pupils, although multiple group
bookings can be made. The National
Museum of Scotland requires groups
of 25 students to be accompanied by
two adults (this can include teachers,
support staff or parents) and we
suggest that you plan staff cover well
in advance of the event
There are multiple timeslots
available each day, with sessions
in the morning and afternoon. The
overall length of the activities during
a Careers Hive visit is three hours,
although some groups will have
additional time allocated for a lunch
break depending on their time slot.
Throughout their visit each group will
attend three one-hour experiences:

We want to engage as many young
people as possible and will have a
waiting list should a school need to
cancel their booking. If you are not
able to attend with a group please
notify us as soon as possible so
other young people are given the
opportunity. If you need to cancel
please do so at the earliest possible
time.
Guidance notes, further information
and a full running order for your visit
will be available in the lead up to the
event.
To make a booking or find out more,
contact our Careers Hive team on
careershive@scifest.co.uk or call
0131 553 0321. Further information
is also available on our website at
sciencefestival.co.uk/careershive.
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