
Ella’s Wobble
Welcome to Ella’s Wobble, a storytelling workshop all about sound! In 
this workshop, you will join Ella on her journey to find her voice, which 
has disappeared. Along the way you’ll meet lots of Scottish animals and 
make some simple musical instruments too.  

This workshop was originally recorded for our touring educational 
initiative, Generation Science, which sees thousands of primary 
school pupils across Scotland every year. The kit used in the video 
is specifically designed for use in schools, so we have suggested 
alternatives that you can find around the house. 



BEFORE YOU START THE WORKSHOP,  
YOU WILL NEED TO FIND:  

2 toilet roll tubes 

1 cardboard circle with a hole in the centre (make sure it’s big enough to cover one end 

of the tubes you’re using) 

1 40cm length of string with a matchstick or button tied to one end 

1 small piece of J-cloth or other fabric (approx. 3cm x 6cm) 

2 paper circles (make sure they’re at least 3cm bigger than the end of the tubes 

you’re using) 

5 wooden beads, pieces of pasta or buttons 

1 roll of tape 

 

If you can’t find any of the above, use your imagination! What could you use instead? 

 

IDEAS FOR YOUR CARDBOARD CIRCLES: 
Cut them out of an old shoebox. 

Make sure you get a grown-up to make the hole in the centre. 

 

IDEAS FOR YOUR PAPER CIRCLES: 
This doesn’t need to be plain paper – why not try reusing wrapping paper or 

a magazine? 

 

IDEAS FOR YOUR BEADS, PASTA OR BUTTONS: 
These can be anything small that you can shake inside the instrument you’re making 

– other things you could try might be paperclips, rice, small pebbles or gravel 

from outside.  

 

WATCHING THE WORKSHOP:  
When you’re watching the workshop videos, you will notice that some instructions 

won’t work for you at home – this is because these videos were originally designed 

for use in a classroom.  

However, you can still do the workshop and all the activities at home! You’ll just need 

to make these small changes as you go along:  

Video 1: Think about all the places you’ve heard an echo and write them down or chat 

about them with a grown-up or friend.  

Video 4: Play your instruments with a grown-up or friend, or perhaps get them to 

conduct you like in an orchestra.



HOW TO MAKE AND PLAY A SEAGULL SQUAWKER

Making a Seagull Squawker Play Video 3: Making a Seagull Squawker.

Step 1:
Take a length of string tied to a wooden 

stick and thread the loose end through 

the hole in the cardboard disc. 

Step 2:
Pull the string all the way through so that 

the stick lies against the disc.  

Step 3: 
Thread the string through the cardboard 

tube so that the disc lies flat on one end 

of the tube. 

Step 4:
Use the tape to stick the disc to the tube 

(make sure that you stick it over the top 

of the stick so that it is stuck down too). 

Step 5:
Take the piece of J-cloth and wet it (you 

can use a tap, bowl of water etc for this) 

– it needs to be damp but not dripping. 

Step 6:
Pinch the cloth between your thumb 

and forefinger of one hand.  

Step 7:
Hold the tube so it is like a bell, with the 

string hanging down loosely. 

Step 8:
Place the cloth around the string 

and pinch. 

Step 9:
Holding the tube tightly in one hand, 

tug the cloth down the string while 

pinching firmly (don’t pinch too tightly 

or it won’t move). 



HOW TO MAKE AND PLAY A SQUIRREL SHAKER

Making a Squirrel Shaker  Play Video 4: Making a Squirrel Shaker.

Step 1:
Take one paper circle and place it on 

one end of the cardboard tube. Fold 

the edges over so that it is wrapped 

around the end. 

Step 2:
Use one or two pieces of tape to stick 

the paper circle to the tube. 

Step 3:
Place 5 beads in the bottom of the tube. 

Step 4:
Take the second paper circle and use it 

to cover the open end of the tube.  

Step 5:
Use the remaining tape to stick the 

paper circle to the tube.  

Step 6:
Shake! 

SECTION TEACHER GUIDANCE 
Exploring Pitch 1. Get all pupils to move back to the space near the video screen.

2. Play Video 5: Exploring Pitch.

3. Encourage pupils to respond to questions from the video as it plays.

4. Explore the sounds created by the instruments your pupils have made by getting them 

to play together as an orchestra. Encourage them to try making different sounds by 

playing quickly or slowly, loudly or quietly. 

Types of Instruments 1. Play Video 6: Types of Instruments.

2. Encourage pupils to respond to questions from the video as it plays.

3. Using the ukulele, tambourine and slide whistle included in the kit assist pupils in 

exploring how these instruments make different sounds.

4. Explore different types of instruments with your class through discussion.


